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Streamlining How You Find Information on
Farmers.gov

If you've been to farmers.gov before, things may look a little different from the last time you
were here. We’'ve made some changes, to improve how you find information so that you can
find what you need even more easily and efficiently.

The big, green navigation bar near the top of every page — it's different now. It opens up, to
show descriptions and subtopics, making it quicker and easier to figure out what's where and
reduce guessing. Why? Two reasons: First, farmers.gov has grown a lot over the years and
the old navigation wasn’t designed for the load. Second, because you asked for it. We
analyzed your comments through the “Feedback” button on the site and tested our new
designs and information organization with real farmers and ranchers through surveys and live
testing sessions.

Along with the new website navigation, we restructured how our pages and topics are grouped
and organized to help you easily access the information you need. We also relabeled some of
our existing pages using more direct language. This means that pages or information you've
used before may have different labels or be in new places.

Important changes:

e The old Fund page is now called Loans. The Loans page has information and
resources about USDA loans, including the Farm Loan Programs.

e The Recover page is now Protection and Recovery. This page has information to help
you prepare and recover from natural disasters, and to mitigate risk for your
operation.
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e The Conserve page is now Conservation. This page hasn’t changed much and still
has information on how to implement conservation practices, improve and preserve
natural resources, and address conservation concerns.

e The Manage page is now Working With Us. This page connects you with resources
that tell you how USDA can help you start, expand, enhance, or improve your
agricultural operation.

e The Connect page has been replaced with Your Business, a guide to USDA resources
that cater to your specific operation. Information that was on the Connect page has
been moved to the Contact Us page and the Get Involved page.

We are always updating farmers.gov based on your feedback and to stay up-to-date with
important USDA announcements. We've recently created some new webpages, and updated
some existing ones, to better equip you with the vital information you need. There are even
more new pages coming soon, so stay tuned!

For farmers.gov, we don’t guess what farmers and ranchers want from a website. We start by
asking, then test our designs with volunteers who are also farmers and ranchers.

There’s a feedback button on every page of farmers.gov. Based on your feedback, we looked
for ways to make our site easier to use and to build the information that you’re looking

for. Live user testing sessions provide data, such as this heatmap, showing where testers
tended to click during an exercise.

You helped us create the new navigation design, the new information organization, and told
us how to speak using your words, and not legalese.

Check out farmers.gov today!

Submit Loan Requests for Financing Early

The Farm Loan team in [Name] County is already working on
operating loans for spring 2022 and asks potential borrowers to
submit their requests early so they can be timely

processed. The farm loan team can help determine which loan
programs are best for applicants.

FSA offers a wide range of low-interest loans that can meet the
financial needs of any farm operation for just about any
purpose. The traditional farm operating and farm ownership
loans can help large and small farm operations take advantage of early purchasing discounts
for spring inputs as well expenses throughout the year.

Microloans are a simplified loan program that will provide up to $50,000 for both Farm
Ownership and Operating Microloans to eligible applicants. These loans, targeted for smaller
and non-traditional operations, can be used for operating expenses, starting a new operation,
purchasing equipment, and other needs associated with a farming operation. Loans to
beginning farmers and members of underserved groups are a priority.

Other types of loans available include:
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Marketing Assistance Loans allow producers to use eligible commodities as loan collateral
and obtain a 9-month loan while the crop is in storage. These loans provide cash flow to the
producer and allow them to market the crop when prices may be more advantageous.

Farm Storage Facility Loans can be used to build permanent structures used to store
eligible commaodities, for storage and handling trucks, or portable or permanent handling
equipment. A variety of structures are eligible under this loan, including bunker silos, grain
bins, hay storage structures, and refrigerated structures for vegetables and fruit. A producer
may borrow up to $500,000 per loan.

USDA Reminds State Producers to File Crop
Acreage Reports

Agricultural producers in Rhode Island who have not yet
completed their crop acreage reports after planting should
make an appointment with their Farm Service Agency (FSA)
office before the applicable deadline.

% An acreage report documents a crop grown on a farm or ranch
and its intended uses. Filing an accurate and timely acreage
report for all crops and land uses, including failed acreage and prevented planted acreage,
can prevent the loss of benefits.
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How to File a Report

The following acreage reporting dates are applicable in Rhode Island:

e July 15th, Annual, Grass, Mixed Forage, Alfalfa, Fruit and Nut Trees and Perennial
Crops and Perennial Forage(except Apples, Cranberries and Peaches)

e September 30th, Value Loss Crops such as Aquaculture, Floriculture, Turfgrass sod,
Christmas Trees, Floriculture (except Chrysanthemums)Mushrooms, Ginseng

e January 2nd, Honey (beehive colonies)and Maple Sap
e January 15th, Apples Cranberries and Peaches

Service Center staff continue to work with agricultural producers via phone, email, and other
digital tools. Because of the pandemic, some USDA Service Centers are open to limited
visitors. Contact your Service Center to set up an in-person or phone appointment.

To file a crop acreage report, you will need to provide:

e Crop and crop type or variety.

e Intended use of the crop.

e Number of acres of the crop.

e Map with approximate boundaries for the crop.
e Planting date(s).

e Planting pattern, when applicable.
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e Producer shares.
e Irrigation practice(s).
e Acreage prevented from planting, when applicable.
e Other information as required.
Acreage Reporting Details

The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates:

e If the crop has not been planted by the acreage reporting date, then the acreage must
be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.

e If a producer acquires additional acreage after the acreage reporting date, then the
acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendar days after purchase or acquiring
the lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office.

Producers should also report crop acreage they intended to plant, but due to natural disaster,
were unable to plant. Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form CCC-576, Notice
of Loss, no later than 15 calendar days after the final planting date as established by FSA and
USDA'’s Risk Management Agency.

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the
acreage reporting date for NAP-covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15
calendar days before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins.

More Information

For questions, please contact your local FSA office. To locate your local FSA office
visit farmers.gov/service-center-locator.

RMA Extends Comment Period for Proposed
Changes to Apple Crop Insurance Policy

USDA has extended the comment period deadline contained in the proposed rule for the
Apple Crop Provisions through April 15, 2022. USDA’s Risk Management Agency (RMA)
originally announced the publication of a proposed rule in the Federal Register to amend the
Apple Crop Provisions in December 2021. The proposed changes are based on stakeholder
feedback and recommended changes from a contracted study on the apple crop insurance
program. Following feedback from the proposed rule, RMA will publish a final rule that is
expected to be effective for the 2024 crop year.

RMA is proposing to make changes to the apple crop insurance program that:

e Enable producers to elect different coverage levels and percent of price elections by
type, which allows producers to manage individual coverage and price risk more
effectively.
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e Allow producers’ premiums to be reduced in response to orchard management
practices, such as removing or grafting trees, that typically occur after the acreage
reporting date and decrease an orchard’s productivity.

e Allow producers to insure at a higher price for apples sold predominantly to direct
markets or premium processing markets.

e Exclude apples sold for the slicer market from being considered “fresh apple
production.”

e Introduce a fresh fruit factor to account for the reduced market value of production
insured under the Quality Option sold for a grade other than U.S. Fancy.

Interested parties can submit comments via the Federal Register.

Crop insurance is sold and delivered solely through private crop insurance agents. A list of
crop insurance agents is available at all USDA Service Centers and online at the RMA Agent
Locator. Learn more about crop insurance and the modern farm safety net at rma.usda.gov.

USDA Encourages Producers to Enroll in
Grassland CRP

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) encourages producers and landowners to enroll
in the Grassland Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) starting next week through May 13,
2022. Grassland CRP provides a unique opportunity for farmers, ranchers, and agricultural
landowners to keep land in agricultural production and supplement their income while
improving their soils and permanent grass cover. The program had its highest enroliment in
history in 2021 and is part of the Biden-Harris Administration’s broader effort to equip
producers with the tools they need to help address climate change and invest in the long-term
health of our natural resources.

Grassland CRP is a federally funded voluntary working lands program. Through the program,
USDA'’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) provides annual rental payments to landowners to
maintain and conserve grasslands while allowing producers to graze, hay, and produce seed
on that land. Maintaining the existing permanent cover provides several benefits, including
reducing erosion, providing wildlife habitat and migration corridors, and capturing and
maintaining carbon in the soil and cover.

FSA provides participants with annual rental payments and cost-share assistance. The annual
rental rate varies by county with a national minimum rental rate of $13 per acre for this signup.
Contract duration is 10 or 15 years.

Grassland CRP National Priority Zones

Because Grassland CRP supports not only grazing operations but also biodiversity and
conserving environmentally sensitive land such as that prone to wind erosion, FSA created
two National Priority Zones in 2021: the Greater Yellowstone Migration Corridor and Dust
Bowl Zone. As part of the Biden-Harris Administration’s focus on conservation in important
wildlife corridors and key seasonal ranges, for this year’s signup, FSA is expanding the
Greater Yellowstone Wildlife Migration Corridor Priority Zone to include seven additional
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counties across Montana, Wyoming, and Utah, to help protect the big-game animal migration
corridor associated with Wyoming elk, mule deer, and antelope.

Offers within one of these National Priority Zones will receive an additional 15 ranking points
and $5 per acre if at least 50% of the offer is located in the zone.

Alongside Grassland CRP, producers and landowners can also enroll acres in Continuous
CRP under the ongoing sign up, which includes projects available through the Conservation
Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) and State Acres for Wildlife Enhancement (SAFE).

Broadening Reach of Program

As part of the Agency’s Justice40 efforts, producers and landowners who are historically
underserved, including beginning farmers and military veterans, will receive 10 additional
ranking points to enhance their offers.

Additionally, USDA is working to broaden the scope and reach of Grassland CRP by
leveraging the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) to engage historically
underserved communities. CREP is a partnership program that enables states, Tribal
governments, non-profit, and private entities to partner with FSA to implement CRP practices
and address high priority conservation and environmental objectives. Interested entities are
encouraged to contact FSA.

More Information on CRP

Landowners and producers interested in Grassland CRP should contact their local USDA
Service Center to learn more or to apply for the program before the May 13 deadline.
Additionally, fact sheets and other resources are available at fsa.usda.gov/crp.

Signed into law in 1985, CRP is one of the largest voluntary private-lands conservation
programs in the United States. The working lands signup announced today demonstrates how
much it has evolved from the original program that was primarily intended to control soil
erosion and only had the option to take enrolled land out of production. The program has
expanded over the years and now supports a greater variety of conservation and

wildlife benefits, along with the associated economic benefits.
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RI FSA State Office: 401-828-3120 Option 1

RI FSA County Office: 401-828-3120 Option 2

RI FSA Farm Loan Team: 401-828-3120 Option 3

Risk Management Agency: 919-875-4880

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA,
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington,
DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866)
377-8642 (Relay voice users).



